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SUBJECT: GREECE AND NATO AND U.S. SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO 
GREECE 

REF: USNATO 5479 

1. UNDER SECRETARY SISCO CALLED IN GREEK AMBASSADOR 
ALEXANDRAKIS OCTOBER 14 TO DISCUSS SCOPE OF OUR FY ’76 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR GREECE, AT SAME TIME THAT 
ALEXANDRAKIS ASKED FOR MEETING TO TALK ABOUT GREEK NATO 
RELATIONSHIP. 

2. ALEXANDRAKIS BEGAN BY SAYING THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS 
SURPRISED BOTH BY CONTENT AND TIMING OF US DEMARCHE 

TO AMBASSADOR THEODOROPOULOS IN BRUSSELS (USNATO 5479). 
GREEK POSITION ON ITS RELATIONSHIP TO NATO HAD BEEN CARE- 
FULLY EXPLAINED BY CARAMANLIS TO PRESIDENT FORD IN BRUSSELS 
AND HELSINKI, AND GREECE THEREFORE WONDERED WHY US WAS NOW 
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QUESTIONING THIS MATTER. ALSO, GREEK GOVERNMENT WAS CON- 
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CERNED BY US STATEMENT THAT "WE APPRECIATE TURKEY S CON- 
CERNS WITH MAJOR QUESTIONS POSED BY AMBIGUOUS GREEK ROLE IN 
NATO..." THIS PHRASEOLOGY SEEMED TO IMPLY THAT US VIEWS ON 
GREEK-NATO RELATIONSHIP WERE A PRODUCT OF US "TILT" TOWARDS 
TURKEY. ALEXANDRAKIS WENT ON TO STRESS THAT GREEK DECISION 

TO RENEGOTIATE ITS POSITION IN NATO HAS SUPPORT OF ALL 
POLITICAL PARTIES IN GREECE AND THAT ANY PRESSURE ON THIS 
QUESTION WOULD DEFINITELY HAVE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE RESULTS. 

3. IN RESPONSE, SISCO INDICATED THAT HE WELCOMED OPPOR 
TUNITY TO PUT THIS MATTER IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE AND TO 
CLARIFY US POSITION BOTH ON GREEK-NATO RELATIONSHIP AND 
ON US SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO GREECE. SPECIFICALLY, SISCO 
CONVEYED FOLLOWING POINTS ON HOW WE REGARD GREECE'S STATUS 
IN NATO: 

- A. WE ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE US AND GREECE AS NATO ALLIES, AND WE HAVE CON- 
SISTENTLY STATED, EVER SINCE GREECE WITHDREW FROM NATO'S 
INTEGRATED MILITARY SYSTEM, THAT WE HOPE EVENTUALLY FOR A 
RETURN BY GREECE TO THAT SYSTEM. THAT REMAINS OUR POLICY 
AND OUR HOPE. 

- B. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE NOTE PRESENTATION THAT 
AMBASSADOR THEODOROPOULOS MADE ON OCTOBER 9 TO NORTH ATLAN- 
TIC COUNCIL REGARDING GREECE'S ROLE IN NATO. HIS STATEMENT 
CONTAINS MANY VERY ENCOURAGING ELEMENTS AND WE WILL BE 
HAPPY TO USE THIS STATEMENT AS A POINT OF DEPARTURE IN 

FUTURE DISCUSSIONS IN NATO ON THIS SUBJECT. 

- C. AS WE HAVE INDICATED, OUR SECURITY ASSISTANCE PRO- 
GRAM FOR GREECE IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT WILL EVENTUALLY FIND IT IN ITS INTEREST TO RE- 
TURN TO FULL PARTICIPATION IN NATO AND THAT THE US AND 
GREECE WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN CLOSE SECURITY TIES. 

HOWEVER, OUR PROGRAM FOR THIS YEAR HAS NO SPECIFIC CON 
DITIONS IN THIS REGARD. 

4. SISCO ALSO EMPHASIZED THAT WE STRONGLY REJECT ANY IDEA 
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THAT OUR VIEWS ON THE GREEK-NATO RELATIONSHIP REPRESENT 
A PRO-TURKISH "TILT." THERE IS NO SUCH "TILT." WE WANT 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH GREECE AND TURKEY AND BETWEEN 
GREECE AND TURKEY, AND US POLICY ON THIS SUBJECT HAS NOT 
CHANGED . OUR REFERENCE TO "TURKEY'S CONCERNS" ABOUT THE 
GREEK ROLE IN NATO WAS SIMPLY A STATEMENT OF FACT, I.E. 

GREECE'S PRESENT STATUS IN NATO DOES PRESENT PROBLEMS 
RELATING TO COMMUNICATIONS AND COMMAND AND CONTROL IN 
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SOUTHEASTERN EUROPE. 

5. TURNING NEXT TO QUESTION OF US SECURITY ASSISTANCE TO 
GREECE, SISCO MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- A. AS PRESIDENT FORD TOLD PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 

IN BRUSSELS AND HELSINKI, THE US GOVERNMENT WISHES TO BE 
AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE IN MEETING GREECE'S REQUEST FOR 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE. 

- B. WE HAVE APPRECIATED THE INFORMATION ON GREECE’S 
NEEDS WHICH HAS BEEN PRESENTED BY MINISTER OF COORDINATION 
PAPALYGOURAS TO AMBASSADOR KUBISCH AND BY MINISTER OF 
FINANCE DEVLETOGLOU AND GOVERNOR ZOLOTAS TO MESSRS. HARTMAN 
AND ROBINSON. 

- C. WE RECOGNIZE THAT GREECE’S DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN 
PETROLEUM AND ITS NEED TO MODERNIZE ITS ARMED FORCES HAVE 
PLACED SEVERE STRAIN ON GREECE'S BALANCE OF PAYMENTS. 

- D. WE HAVE CAREFULLY AND SYMPATHETICALLY CONSIDERED 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE, AND WE 
HAVE DEVELOPED A PROGRAM WHICH WE HOPE WILL HELP GREECE 
OVERCOME ITS CURRENT DIFFICULTIES. 

- E. WE HAVE FORMULATED THIS PROGRAM NOT ONLY BECAUSE 
WE WISH TO AID AN OLD AND TRUSTED ALLY. BUT ALSO BECAUSE 

WE WANT TO DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO STRENGTHEN THE FOUNDA- 
TIONS OF DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT IN GREECE. 

- F. OUR PROGRAM IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT WILL EVENTUALLY FIND IT IN ITS INTEREST 
TO RETURN TO FULL PARTICIPATION IN NATO AND THAT THE US 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 04 STATE 244265 

AND GREECE WILL CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN CLOSE SECURITY TIES; 

BUT OUR PROGRAM FOR THIS YEAR HAS NO SPECIFIC CONDITIONS 
IN THIS REGARD, AS WE INDICATED EARLIER IN THIS CONVERSA- 
TION. 

- G. THE PROGRAM THAT WE ARE PRESENTLY CONSIDERING PRO- 
POSING TO THE PRESIDENT FOR FISCAL YEAR 1976 INCLUDES: 

- - 1. DOLS 90 MILLION IN FOREIGN MILITARY SALES 
CREDITS; 

- - 2. DOLS 70 MILLION IN GRANT MILITARY ASSISTANCE; 

AND - 3. DOLS 30 MILLION IN SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE LOAN 
(25 YEARS, 5-YEAR GRACE PERIOD AT 5 PERCENT INTEREST). 

- H. THIS PROGRAM, IF APPROVED BY THE CONGRESS, WOULD 
MORE THAN DOUBLE THE AMOUNT OF US ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


GREECE IN FISCAL YEAR 1975. 

- I. WE WISH TO STRESS THAT THIS PROGRAM IS DEPENDENT 

ON CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL, AND WE CANNOT PREDICT WHEN 

CONGRESS WILL DECIDE ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE LEGISLATION 
AND HOW MUCH IT WILL APPROPRIATE FOR THIS PURPOSE. 

- J. WE WOULD WELCOME VIEWS OF GREEK GOVERNMENT ON OUR 
PROPOSALS FOR ASSISTANCE TO GREECE AND, IF IT WISHES, WE 
WOULD BE GLAD TO SEND A TECHNICAL TEAM TO ATHENS TO DIS- 
CUSS WITH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT ALL ASPECTS OF THESE PRO- 
POSALS. 

6. IN RESPONSE, AT.F.XANDR AKIS ASKED FOR CLARIFICATION OF 
MEANING OF SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE AND OF WHAT WE HAD IN 
MIND REGARDING A TECHNICAL TEAM. SISCO EXPLAINED THAT 
SUPPORTING ASSISTANCE IS DESIGNED TO HELP MEET GREECE'S 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS NEEDS AND THAT ANY TECHNICAL TEAM 
WOULD BE AT FAIRLY LOW LEVEL, PROBABLY INVOLVING PEOPLE 
FROM AID AND DEFENSE. 

7. FOR ATHENS: RECOMMEND THAT YOU SEEK EARLY OPPORTUNITY 
TO CONVEY POINTS IN PARAGRAPH FIVE TO COORDINATION MINIS- 
TER PAPAL YGOURAS. FYI WE SEE DISCUSSION REPORTED ABOVE 
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AND YOUR OWN FOLLOW-UP AS ELEMENTS IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
GOG REQUIRED PURSUANT S2230. END FYI. INGERSOLL 
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